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Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house; and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an
overflowing blessing. Malachi 3:10
Archbishop Mark on the Offerings of Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-8)
One will readily notice that the passage makes reference to the Lord regarding—or, better said,
accepting—Abel as well as his offering unto the Lord and that Cain and his offering were not.
This should raise a red flag for us. Why would God be pleased with one and his offering,
but not with the other and his offering? A careful reading and examination of the passage
will disclose why. When we look at Cain’s offering, the literal reading is, he brought of
the fruit of the ground at the end of days. The implication is that at the end of the time of
harvest he brought what was left. He was not offering the first and choicest of the
fruits—i.e., his very best—but that which was left at the end of the season. Having a
tomato garden, I know the tomatoes at the beginning of the season are absolutely beautiful,
plump and tasty. Those at the end of the season often are of a much poorer quality, with
blotches, splits, cracks and holes. Many are simply not even edible. Thus, Cain was not offering
his very best to God, but after he himself enjoyed the best for himself, he offered the very poorest
quality of the produce to God. One could almost say he ate the corn and offered to God the
husks!
On the other hand, we are told that Abel brought of the firstlings of the flock. He brought
young healthy lambs and their fat. So in contrast to Cain, Abel offers the first and the
best, not an old goat that was gasping for breath.

