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Clergy 

V. Rev. Raymond M. Browne, 
Rector 

Cell: 570-906-1388 
Email: frraymondmartin@hotmail.com 

Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela, Retired.  Attached 
Readers: 

❖ G. Peter Bohlender 
❖ Dustin Joseph Crosby 

Choir Directors: 

❖ Sergei Arhipov 
❖ Mat. Martha Moser 
❖ Daria Cortese 

Church School Director 

❖ Jennifer Sremanak 
 

Service Schedule 

Great Vespers/Vigil 
Saturdays 6pm 
Eve of Feast 7pm 
(6pm on Sundays). 
Hours 
Sundays and Feast 
Days 9:10am 
Divine Liturgy 

Sundays and Feast Days 9:30 am 
Confessions: 

Saturdays after Vespers and by appointment. 
Akathist Service 

Wednesdays at 9:15am 
Memorial Services (Panikhida/Litya): as 
requested. 

 

30th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5.  Forefeast of the 

Nativity of Christ . Sunday before the Nativity. Holy Ten Martyrs of 

Crete: Theodulus, Saturninus, Euporus, Gelasius, Eunician, Zoticus, 

Pompeius, Agathopus, Basilides, and Evaristus (3rd c.). Martyr Euporus 

(3rd c.). Repose of St. Theoctíst, Archbishop of Novgorod (1310). St. 

Niphon, Bishop of Cyprus (4th c.). St. Paul, Bishop of Neo-Cæsarea (4th c.). 
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10; 17-23; 32-40 

Gospel:  Matthew 1: 1-25 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter 
from their parish priest.  Parents and Godparents are required to attend two 

preparatory classes.  Scheduling arrangements should be made with the 
Rector by contacting him directly. 

Weddings: Arrangements should be made at least six months prior to the 
wedding and scheduling is subject to the liturgical calendar of the church.  

Please do not make arrangements for receptions without speaking with the Rector first.  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stmarksoca.org/
http://www.oca.org/
mailto:frraymondmartin@hotmail.com


 

Weekly Schedule of Services and Events 
Sun. Dec 23: Hours and Divine Liturgy 9:10am.  Coffee Hour.  Carolling at The 
Birches 1:30.  Royal Hours - 7pm. 
Mon. Dec 24: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 9am; Holy Supper 5:30pm; Vigil for 
Nativity-7pm. 
Tues . Dec 25: Hours and Divine Liturgy - 9:10am 
Wed. Dec 26: Hours and Divine Liturgy 9:10am  
Sat. Dec 29: Vespers and Confessions - 6pm. 

 
Advent Outreach Project:  We are grateful to all who stayed for the presentation from Leisbeth from A 
Woman’s Place and those who donated stuffed animals and made monetary donations.  We collected 
$240 last Sunday and encourage further giving, either through the parish or directly.  Also, if you wish to 
donate any of the items on the wish list, we are collecting here and will deliver them before Christmas.  
Calendars :  2019 Calendars from St. Tikhon’s Monastery are available starting today.  One calendar per 
family.  If there are any left over after New Year people can take additional ones.  Please be considerate 
of all the members of the parish. 
Food Sale :  Thank you to all who made our annual sale another success!  We especially thank those who 
cooked, preparing stuffed cabbage, soup, as well as those who helped with every stage of the ordering 
process, as well as baggers and sales help on the day itself.  Your generosity of time and talent is deeply 
appreciated.  
. 
Nativity Festal Service Schedule 

December 23rd - Royal Hours - 7pm. 
December 24th - Vesperal Liturgy - 9am. 

   Holy Supper - 5:30pm. 
   Vigil of Great Compline with Matins - 7pm. 

December 25th - Hours and Divine Liturgy - 9:10am. 
December 26th - Hours and Divine Liturgy - 9:10am. 
 
82nd Novogodny Ball will take place on Sunday 1/20/19 for the benefit of Orthodox Christian & other 
deserving charities. For info & reservations email novogodnyball@gmail.com  or call Andre Cox at 
215-290-4542. 
 
Scrip: Easy opportunity for Christmas shopping that offers hundreds of choices, convenience and the 
ability to benefit the parish in the process.  Please make use of the program this Christmas season, not 
only for presents but for purchases related to celebrations, i.e. food, clothing, entertainment.  Profit 
$124.20.  YTD $1106.98  Thank you for your continued support.  

Wrightstown Food Cupboard :  
Christmas baskets were packed and delivered last Saturday to over 100 families in need.  Our small 
weekly contributions offered together make a big difference in the lives of many.  Christ is hungry and 
thirsty.  We can feed Him.  Whatsoever you did for the least of these, you did for me .  
 

Vigil Lights 
From: Olga Rosik 

For the Health of: Natalie, Aleksandr, Aleksandr, Julia, Sergey 
 
From: Tatyana 

For the Health of: Michael, Tatyana, Nathaniel, Lucy, Irene, Anna, Joel, David, Olga, Maria, 
Pavel, Svetlana, Vologdya 
In Memory of: Nicolay, Anna, Olga, Rita, Vasily, Alexandra 
 
 

 



 

Please remember in your prayers 
Living: Captives Hierarchs Paul and John, orphans of St. Thekla’s, 

Ill afflicted Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra; Servants 
of God Peter, Stephanie, Anthony, Samuel, Sergei, Michael, Tatyana, 

Vera, Anna, Scott, Dennis, David, Garry, Vincent, Anthony, Helen, 

Stephen, Raymond, Darrell, Andrew, Daniel, Amanda and Michael, 

Catherine, Laura, Stephen.  Good estate of Krastyo, Tom, Michael, 

Martin, Matthew, Nicoletta, Carmen and Nathan.   
Departed: Newly departed  Priest Athanasius, Josephine, Ciprian 

Departed Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir.  
 

Birthdays, Names Day and Anniversaries 
Birthdays:  Marie Hamerstone 12/28 

Names Day: Anastasia Killough, Nancy Letzo, Sonja Lengel 12/22, Sarah Browne 12/23, Stephanie 

Ristvey, Stephen Sedor, Stephanie Bohlender, Tiberiu Milosav 12/27 

Wedding Anniversaries: Fr. Martin and Mat. Heidi - 12/27 

 

Nativity Greeting 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I pray that this Great Feast of our Lord’s Nativity is for you an experience of great joy and 

renewed hope.  We give thanks for the Gift of God Himself in His Son, we witness His profound 

humility and His intense desire to be with us in the poverty of our condition, in the brokenness and 

suffering of the fallen world, which He has come to save.   

This is no theological abstraction, but a reality we share together.  We are His Gift to one 

another, but He is only visible if we approach each other with humility while desiring to see Him in one 

another with the intensity He has to see Himself in each of us.  Let us all partake deeply of the grace of 

the Nativity for the healing of our disabilities of heart and soul singing with festal joy that God is with 

us. 

Wishing you a Feast beautiful with all of God’s blessings, the joy and peace which He alone 

offers and brings, and a Holy and Healthy New Year, 

 

Your servant in the Newborn Lord, 

Fr. Martin 
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Explanation of the Nativity Icon 
Iconography is a “Theological Language 
Icons are — as Orthodox Christians faithfully understand — very sophisticated theological expressions 
about the individuals and events portrayed. 
Icons are not — as some people mistakenly believe — illustrations of biblical or other religious stories 
for the illiterate. 
Iconography is, in fact, a theological “language.” 
Many spiritual and theological ideas exceed the ability of mere words, either spoken or written, to 
describe. 
The aesthetic, visual, colorful, and rich symbolism of a painted icon, however, can provide an 
additional way to express these ideas. 
Iconography is, therefore, a theological language. 
Yet, despite their spiritual sophistication, icons are accessible and understood by all: by the simple and 
the wise, by the young and the old, by the educated and the unlettered. 

The Icon of the Nativity of Christ 
The icon of the Nativity is very rich in meaning. Its central depiction is of Christ lying in a feeding 
trough (the “manger”) of animals. It is located in a cave, which has a black background. 
The background represents an inhospitable world, the earth since man’s expulsion from Paradise. But 
into this darkened world a great Light has shone: Jesus Christ, true God and true man, the Savior of the 
world. 

The Cave 
The earth provides its gift to God: the cave in which animals were being sheltered during the cold 
winter months. 
In the cave-stable are two animals: a cow and a donkey. These represent the prophetic words of Isaiah: 
“The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, My people do not 
consider” (Isaiah 1:3). 

The Star 
The sky offers to God the star, the light of wisdom. This is a sign that Christ came for all people, 
because a star is seen by everyone and leads all men to Him. 
It is, of course, the star seen by the three Magi who followed it to Bethlehem. These Magi, along with 
the shepherds bring their gifts, also showing that Christ came for everyone. 
Some icons have three rays from the star, representing the Trinity. 

A Tree 
In some Nativity icons a tree is painted. The tree represents the “root of Jesse (the father of King 
David” from which the promised Messiah, or Christ, will come: “There shall come forth a Rod from 
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots” (Isaiah 11:1). 

The Child 
Jesus is shown wrapped in swaddling clothes. These signify His submission to human flesh, and also 
presage His death and burial for the sins of the world. Jesus will embrace every aspect of the human 
condition, from conception to death and even resurrection. 



The helpless figure in swaddling clothes represents the complete submission of Christ to the conditions 
governing the human race. 
The crib resembles an altar, for He is the Living Sacrifice for the sins of the world. The manger, a 
feeding trough for dumb animals, represents His crib, His church, and His tomb. 

Mary 
In the center of the icon is Mary, resting in a cave upon, and 
surrounded by, a red bedroll. This represents her seedless 
conception and her painless birthgiving. She looks upon her hew-
born Child, contemplating the great mystery wrought through her 
by the Holy Spirit. She prays for Him as His mother, and she 
prays to Him as the Mother of the human race. 
The Righteous Joseph 
The Righteous Joseph is depicted away from Jesus and the 
Theotokos, at the bottom of the icon. This is because he was not 
involved in the miracle of the Incarnation of the Son of God, but 
he was the protector of Mary and Jesus. 
The old man speaking to him represents the devil bringing new 
doubts to Joseph. The devil suggests that if the infant were truly 
divine He would not have been born in the human way, and not in such lowly and impoverished 
conditions. 
In the person of Joseph, the icon discloses not only his personal doubt, but the dilemma of all mankind, 
the difficulty of accepting that which is beyond reason: the Incarnation of God. 

The Angels 
The angels are glorifying God, tending to the action, and ministering. They announce the Good News 
to the shepherds, singing “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, to men good will.” 

The Shepherds 
Shepherds are shown, watching over their flocks “by night.” This was the lambing season for the ewes; 
otherwise the shepherds would have been asleep with their animals at night. 
Just as the ewes were giving birth according to nature in the late Autumn and early Winter days, Mary 
gave birth to her Son Who is the true “Lamb of God.” 
In a few months, at Passover (in Hebrew “Pesach,” or in Greek “Pascha”) some of the lambs would be 
sacrificed as Paschal lambs. In thirty-three years Jesus, would be crucified on the Cross as the true 
Paschal Victim. 
The Magi 
The shepherds were summoned by the angels to leave their flocks at a critical time to go to Bethlehem 
to se a new-born Child. The Magi were drawn by a star to Bethlehem to see a new-born King. 
The Magi brought gifts: gold for a King, incense for a Priest, and myrrh for One to be placed in the 
grave. 

The Women 
In some Nativity icons women are shown in the lower portion. These women are midwives, indicating 
that Jesus was born in the normal way and would have needed washing, as a regular human baby 
would. 
 

 


	Bookmarks

