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ST. MARK’S ORTHODOX CHURCH

DIOCESE OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940

(215) 860-9640

www.stmarksoca.org Twitter: @stmarksoca
Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown Instagram: @st.marksorthodox
Livestream link: www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

AUGUST 31ST, 2025 — 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The 12th Sunday After

Pentecost I Tone 3. The i Hﬁr(iﬁtﬁ(} THe TiMide SeoiTos

Placing of the Cincture (Sash)
of the Most Holy Theotokos
(395-408). Hieromartyr Cyprian,
Bishop of Carthage (258). St.
Gennadius, Patriarch of
Constantinople (471).

Epistle: 1 Cor. 15:1-11
Gospel: Matt. 19:16-26
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sun., Aug. 31st:

Wed., Sept. 3rd:

Sat., Sept. 6th:

Sun., Sept. 7th:

Mon., Sept. 8th:

Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM
Akathist w/ Litya — 9:15 AM

Great Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM

Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM
Vigil for the Nativity of the Theotokos — 4 PM

Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Nativity of the Theotokos



http://www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs juice, coffee, tea, pasta, pasta
sauce, toilet paper and paper towels. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3 charitable

Holy Ascension in Frackville invites all interested parishioners to join them on
Sept. 6th for the celebration of the parish’s 110th anniversary. After a Hierarchal
Liturgy at 9 AM, there will be cocktails at Capriotti’s Catering in McAdoo at 1 PM,
followed by a banquet and other festivities. Banquet tickets are $40/person.

The Greater Philadelphia Committee of the IOCC invites you to attend its 14th
Annual Banquet Benefiting IOCC on Sunday, October 26th at Adelphia
Restaurant, Pan-Athenian Grand Ballroom, 1750 Clements Bridge Road, Deptford
NJ 08096. There will be hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction at 3:30 PM, with
dinner at 5 PM, followed by a program. Come learn about IOCC’s programs
around the world, and how your support makes a difference in places like
Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine and the United States. For questions or
more information about sponsoring, please see Stephanie Ristvey, contact her at
stephanie@Ristveyl egalSearch.com or via telephone at 215-696-2031.

Online Giving Program: As a reminder, St. Mark’s offers an online giving
program to contribute to the support of the parish. One of the biggest benefits
is the ability to set up scheduled, recurring giving. This allows you to be faithful
and consistent in your generosity, and allows us to plan and budget
consistently as a church. Having more parishioners participate in scheduled,
recurring giving is also important to financial institutions as we seek funding
for our building expansion project, because it shows consistent month-to-
month contributions.

If you are interested in participating in the online giving program:

1. Start here: https://www.stmarksoca.org

2. There is a DONATE button near the top of the page.

3. For help, click on the LEARN HOW or FAQ buttons (next to the DONATE
button).

4. If you have other questions, please contact Kevin Swan at
kswan353@verizon.net.

VIGIL LIGHTS

FROM THE RISTVEY FAMILY

FOR THE LIVING: MARGARET, STEPHANIE,
ANDREW, MARGARET, LORELLY, EILEEN,
ZINA, MARY, MICHAEL, SUSAN, MICHAEL,
NANCY, DELORES, AMERICA

IN MEMORY OF: GEORGE, MARIA, ALL
THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE
WARS IN UKRAINE, GAZA, AFRICA & SYRIA

DARYL M.

Birthdays: Anna Yates,
Peter Hadgimallis, Ellie
Crosby, Dorothy Martiak

Name Days: Michael
Browne, Sharon Burkett,
Mara Elizabeth Killough,
Colin Miller, Renee Szeliga,
Michael Vatov

Wedding Anniversaries::
David & Dulany Gibson,
Dmitrii & Rebecca Sosedov

FROM THE SWAN FAMILY

FOR THE LIVING: THEODORE, HUNTER,
THoMAS Ill, DANIEL B.

IN MEMORY OF: THOMAS JR., VENUS L.,
HELEN L., MICHAEL L., CONSTANCE S.,
NEVILLE N., MICHAEL V., FRANCIS M.,


mailto:stephanie@RistveyLegalSearch.com
https://www.stmarksoca.org

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.

lil-afflicted Clergy Archbishops Alexander & Benjamin; Archpriests Alexander & James

Matushki Mary Sedor, Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Inquirers Adam, Chris, Quin, Tyler, Karsyn

Catechumens: Ayla, Jack, Giovanni, Jon

Servants of God Paul, Elaine, Richard, Jon Thoenebe, Jeanette Ruano, Amanda, Thomas, Zina, William,
Margaret, Ayla, Stephen, Deborah, Charlotte, Delores, Joseph, Margie, Michael, Eileen, Emily, John, Lucy,
Karen, Rosemary, Sophia, Joyce, Rachael, Thomas, Julianna, Carmen, Sharon, Tovi, John, Anastasia, Shelby,
Suzanne, Ned, Larissa, Nicholas, Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Elena, Sandra,
Maria, Julia, child Jacob, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, Anselmo Pappas Scandalis, Katrina, Aidan, Aaron

Newly departed: Archpriest Dimitri, Mat. Elizabeth, Priest George

Departed: Archpriest Daniel, Archpriest Theodore, Peter, Jonathan, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth,
Nicholai, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, Robert, Michael, All those who have died in service to their
country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley, Susan, Maria,
George, Natalie, Louis, Dorothy, Katherine, Alexander, Anthony

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

To the youth’s stirring and awesome question the Savior, as though angrily, answers, “Why dost thou
call Me good? No one is good except the One God.” If | am just a teacher, then | am not sufficiently
good, divinely good and powerful, to be able to solve the question of eternal life. Only someone who
has eternal life and can give eternal life can solve that question. If | am just a teacher — and that
means just a man, and not God and Lord — then | am not in a position to solve your question. No
one is sufficiently good to be able to give the greatest good: eternal life. Only the Perfect Good —
and this is God, the God-Man — knows and has the Perfect Life, Eternal Life, and can give it — and
solve in every way the problem of eternal life on earth.

— Archimanadrite Justin Popovi¢, Commentary on St. Matthew




September 1, 2025
09/002

To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Orthodox Church in America,
My Beloved Children in the Lord,
Joyous feast and happy New Year!

As we mark the beginning of a new Church year, it is fitting to reflect on the Church’s sojourn in time,
in the realm of temporality, change, becoming. In the Scriptures, the holy king Solomon seems to take
a dim view of this existence, with its cycles, its comings and goings, its beginnings and ends:

Vanity of vanities! All is vanity. What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the
sun? A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains for ever. The sun rises
and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it rises. The wind blows to the south,
and goes round to the north; round and round goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind
returns. All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again. (Eccles. 1:2-7)

In the New Testament, the holy apostle Paul sounds perhaps even more pessimistic: “The days are evil”
(Eph. 526). But this grave statement is couched in hope. “Walk as wise, redeem the time," the apostle
commands us (Eph. 515-16). Indeed, temporal existence, with its fleeting joys, many sorrows, and
termination in death, is but vanity apart from the hope that we have in Christ. But in Christ, all of time
is open to redemption, to sanctification.

The Church is not just passing the time in this world; the Church is tasked with redeeming the time by
carrying forward Christ’s saving work in every place and every age. In particular, we, the members of
the Orthodox Church in America, have the unique calling to preach the Gospel and proclaim the holy
Orthodox Faith to all the people of North America, regardless of nationality, ethnicity, background, or
any other consideration. We are not given this New Year for the sake of our selfish pleasure; we are
given the time of each new year, the time of our whole life, so that we can grow in godliness and share
the goodness of God with others.

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org



This is not because the Lord frowns on earthly bounty and earthly pleasures; our faith teaches that God
made everything that exists and that he made it very good. But our greatest happiness is found, not in
self-indulgence, but in communion with God through the saving work of Jesus Christ: participating in
the very life of the Trinity by grace, we encounter pleasures that are not temporal, but eternal; not
merely human, but divine.

By means of earthly blessings, which are truly good, we can attain to some knowledge of God, some
foretaste of the kingdom to come. But the bounty which crowns this new year is first and foremost the
bountiful mercy poured out from the wounded side of the God-man when he hung upon the Cross: this
is the river of God, filled with the waters of baptism (Ps. 64:9). By means of this spring of loving-kindness,
flowing crimson and rose, he makes the pastures of the wilderness—the pastures where he causes his
flocks to lie down—to drip with his life-giving Blood and to flourish with the nourishment of his own
life-giving Body (Ps. 22:2; Ps. 6410-12).

The Church sojourns in time so that, by being united to her, many refugees from this world's vanity
might be reconciled to God the Father through his Only-begotten Son. “Cast your bread upon the
waters, for you will find it after many days,” says the wise Solomon (Eccles. n:1). Our Lord fulfilled this
call to generosity perfectly and ultimately when he gave his own Body as Bread at the time of his
Passion. Now, that Bread, scattered upon the mountains, is consumed by many faithful, and it returns
to him after many days—all the ages of this mortal world—as the Body of which he is the Head, his
beloved Bride, the Church, in accordance with the word spoken to Adam of old: “they become one flesh”
(Didache g; Gen. 2:24).

Thus, as we celebrate this ecclesiastical New Year, I invite each and every member of the Orthodox
Church in America to reflect with gratitude on the gracious gift that God has given us: his own divine
and co-eternal Son. Reflecting on this gift, we are inspired to recommit ourselves to the mission of the
Church in space and time, and specifically to the mission of the Orthodox Church in America in this
place and at this time: to bring the unchanging Faith and the Good News hidden from all eternity to all
the peoples of 21 century North America, and to do so in humility, with unity of mind and heart, sharing
in the single purpose of doing God’s will for the salvation of many.

Wishing you all a blessed New Year and many blessed years to come,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org



The Greater Philadelphia Committee of IOCC invites you to the

14TH ANNUAL BANQUET TO BENEFIT [OCC
Sunday, October 26, 2025

3:30pm Hors d'Oeuvres & Silent Auction ¢ 5:00pm Dinner & Program

Come and learn about IOCC's programs around the world and how your support
makes a difference in places like Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US.

Adelphia Restaurant, Pan Athenian Grand Ballroom
1750 Clements Bridge Rd., Deptford, NJ 08096

To reserve your place and for sponsorships, see your parish rep or visit

iocc.org/philadelphia

Or make checks out to IOCC and mail to
IOCC | 110 West Road, Suite 360 | Baltimore, MD 21204

Tickets: $85 per person

Questions? E-mail Theodora Veronis at_

The following sponsorship opportunities are available:
[[] Grand Benefactor ($5,000+) - includes 10 guests [] Sponsor ($500) - includes 4 guests
[J Great Benefactor ($2,000) - includes 8 guests [[] Friend ($250) - includes 2 guests
[[] Benefactor ($1,000) - includes 6 guests

Sponsorships received by Oct. 17 will be recognized in the program
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Hours + Divine Liturgy: 9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days)
Great Vespers / Vigil: 6 PM (Saturdays)

7PM (Eve of feast)

6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays)

Confessions: Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment
Akathist Service: 9:15 AM (Wednesdays)
Panikhidas/Lityas: as requested

CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector

(570) 906-1388 (cell)
stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached

Subdeacons: Dustin Joseph Crosby
Sergei Arhipov
Marek Szeliga
Readers: Gregory Pavlik
Samuel Regen

LAY LEADERSHIP

CHoIR DIREcTORS: Daria Cortése
Mat. Martha Moser
Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)

CHURCH ScHooL CooRDINATOR: Mat. Martha Moser

Baptisms: Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest.
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.

Weddings: Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception
arrangements.
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