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ST. MARK’S ORTHODOX CHURCH

DIOCESE OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940
(215) 860-9640
www.stmarksoca.org Twitter: @stmarksoca
Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown Instagram: @st.marksorthodox
Livestream link: www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

AUGUST 3RD, 2025 — 8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The 9th Sunday After R Nk s
Pentecost — Tone 8. sy ' N
Afterfeast of Holy
Transfiguration. Holy Martyr
and Archdeacon Lawrence of
Rome. Hieromartyr Sixtus,
Bishop of Rome, & Martyrs
Felicissimus and Agapitus,
Deacons (258). Blessed
Lavréntii, Fool-for-Christ, at
Kaluga (1515).

Epistle: 1 Cor. 3:9-17
Gospel: Matt. 14:22-34

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sun., Aug. 10th: Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM
Litya for Jack Malriat, requested by Barbara Malriat

Wed., August. 13th: Akathist w/ Litya for the Departed — 9:15 AM
Thurs., Aug. 14th:  Vigil for Dormition — 7 PM
Fri., Aug. 15th: Hours & Divine Liturgy for Dormition — 9:10 AM

Sat., Aug. 16th: Great Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM



http://www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

needs juice, cleaning supplies and
personal hygiene items. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3 charitable organization.

As a reminder, St. Mark’s offers an online giving
program to contribute to the support of the parish. One of the biggest benefits is
the ability to set up scheduled, recurring giving. This allows you to be faithful and
consistent in your generosity, and allows us to plan and budget consistently as a
church. Having more parishioners participate in scheduled, recurring giving is
also important to financial institutions as we seek funding for our building
expansion project, because it shows consistent month-to-month contributions.

If you are interested in participating in the online giving program:
Start here:
There is a DONATE button near the top of the page.
For help, click on the LEARN HOW or FAQ buttons (next to the DONATE
button).
If you have other questions, please contact Kevin Swan at
kswan353@verizon.net.

We encourage setting up recurring giving as much as possible. Also, if you could

add a little extra ($1) it will offset our fees and ensure we get the full value of your
contribution!

VIGIL LIGHTS

Dmitrii Petrov

Nicholas
Bitny-Shlahto, Maria
Colucci, Dianne Erbas,
Marie Hamerstone, Erin
Lennon, Jen Sremenak,
Maria Kulczytzky, Mary
Anne Swan, Monia Pitra

Andy Skordinski & Wanda
Rinker

Pdn. Gregory Moser

FROM IRENE ARHIPOV FROM SUZANNE PATTERSON FROM THE RISTVEY FAMILY
SERGEI, ANNA, CHASE MARGARET,
ALEXANDRA, FR. ALEXANDER, V. REV. FR. STEPHANIE, ANDREW, MARGARET,
EILEEN JEHAD MICHAEL, KH. SALWA LORELLY, MICHAEL, NANCY,
MARIA, LYDIA, MICHAEL, RAWA & FARZAT IN EILEEN, JENNIFER, JOSEPH,
LuUBOV, ANNA, IVAN, VICTOR, SYRIA, THE ENTIRE MICHAEL DELORES, HELEN, KAREN, BRYAN,
FAMILY, THE CHASE FAMILY, AMERICA

¢l
FROM THE SWAN FAMILY SAINT MARK’S, AYMEN MICHAEL

GEORGE, ALL

THEODORE AND HIS ENTIRE FAMILY, THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR

b

HUNTER, THOMAS I, DANIEL RYLAND WALKER PATTERSON, LIVES IN THE WARS IN UKRAINE,
THE PATTERSON FAMILY GAZA, SYRIA AND AFRICA

B.

THOMAS JR.,
VENUS L., HELEN L., MICHAEL
L., CONSTANCE S., NEVILLE
N., MICHAEL V., FRANCIS M.,
DARYL M.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.
lil-afflicted Clergy Archbishops Alexander, Benjamin, Archpriests Alexander, James

Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Paul, Elaine, Richard, Jon Thoenebe, Jeanette Ruano, Amanda, Thomas, Zina, William,
Margaret, Ayla, Stephen, Deborah, Charlotte, Delores, Joseph, Margie, Michael, Eileen, Emily, John, Lucy,
Karen, Rosemary, Sophia, Joyce, Rachael, Thomas, Julianna, Carmen, Sharon, Tovi, John, Anastasia, Shelby,
Suzanne, Ned, Larissa, Nicholas, Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Elena, Sandra,
Maria, Julia, child Jacob, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, Anselmo Pappas Scandalis, Katrina, Aidan, Aaron


https://www.stmarksoca.org

DEPARTED
Newly departed: Mat. Elizabeth, Archpriest Paul, Priest George, Paul

Departed: Archpriest Daniel, Archpriest Theodore, Peter, Jonathan, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth,
Nicholai, Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, Robert, Michael, All those who have died in service to their
country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley, Susan, Maria,
George, Natalie, Louis, Dorothy, Katherine

CHORAL CORNER

Q: At the Vigil for Holy Transfiguration on Tuesday night, during the Canon, the choir sang some hymns about
the Cross. Why?

A: We sing these hymns, called katavasiae (sing. katavasia), at the end of some, or sometimes all, canticles (odes,
sections) of a Canon. Katavasia comes from the Greek for “go down,” a reference to their original performance
practice: both choirs, normally stationed at the front right and left of the nave, would come down from their places
(klirosi) and sing these hymns together in the middle. Painting with a very broad brush, each section, or ode, of a
Canon usually begins and ends with singing, with chanted refrains and troparia in the middle. After the final
troparion, the choir sings the katavasia. Sometimes, this is a repetition of the original irmos (the hymn that begins
each ode), in which case our usual practice at St. Mark’s is to omit the katavasiae (with several exceptions, such
as the Canons of Holy Saturday and Pascha). On Sundays and certain feasts, however, each katavasia is an irmos
from another Canon. We don’t do this simply to keep things interesting, but rather to reflect on the current liturgical
season/festal period, or, as is the case with feasts such as the Transfiguration, to connect the current Great Feast
with one shortly to come.

On Holy Transfiguration, the katavasiae come from the Canon of the Exaltation of the Cross, the next Great Feast
of the Lord on our liturgical calendar (Sept. 14th). As we celebrate Christ’s Transfiguration, we anticipate the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Precious and Lifegiving Cross, just as Ss. Peter, James and John experienced the
Transfiguration, in part, so they would understand the voluntary nature of Christ’s Passion — which, according to
Holy Tradition, occurred 40 days afterward. This is one reason why Transfiguration and the Exaltation fall 40 days
apart on the Orthodox liturgical calendar. If our calendar were arranged in purely chronological order,
Transfiguration would be a moveable-date feast celebrated 40 days before Holy Friday. However, the early Church
deemed its jubilant character more suitable for a fixed, non-Lenten observance.

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

Sunday (8/3/25) Online (7/28-8/3/25)
General — $2,359 General— $3,035.94

Candles — $142 Subtotal — $3,035.94
Parish Dev. — $150

Subtotal — $2,651

GRAND TOTAL — $5,686.94

Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 YTD
2025 Total General Contribution| $21,821.59| $20,122.19| $24,652.69| $19,607.06| $17,835.82| $18,794.82| $18,618.23| $141,452.40
2025 Avg. Per Week Per Unit $99.19 $91.46 $89.65 $89.12 $81.07 $68.24 $84.63 $87.24
Change from 2024 (Goal >$8) $3.41 $5.51 -5$10.32 $9.03 -$3.11 -514.94 $17.26 $4.79
2024 Avg. Per Week Per Unit $95.78 S$85.96 $99.96 $80.09 584,18 583.29 567.37 582.45
_ Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 YTD
Building Fund Contributions®| $13,865.00 $4,490.00 $5,320.00 $4,965.00 $9,760.00 $4,905.00 $4,745.00| $48,050.00
% of Goal Obtained ($100k) 13.87% 4.49% 5.32% 4.97% 9.76% 4.91% 4.75% 48.05%
* Does not include Capital Campaign Pledges
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Hours + Divine Liturgy: 9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days)
Great Vespers / Vigil: 6 PM (Saturdays)

7PM (Eve of feast)

6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays)

Confessions: Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment
Akathist Service: 9:15 AM (Wednesdays)
Panikhidas/Lityas: as requested

CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector

(570) 906-1388 (cell)
stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached

Subdeacons: Dustin Joseph Crosby
Sergei Arhipov
Marek Szeliga
Readers: Gregory Pavlik
Samuel Regen

LAY LEADERSHIP

CHoIR DIREcTORS: Daria Cortése
Mat. Martha Moser
Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)

CHURCH ScHooL CooRDINATOR: Mat. Martha Moser

Baptisms: Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest.
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.

Weddings: Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception
arrangements.
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