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The 28th Sunday After Pentecost — 
Tone 3. Forefeast of the Nativity of 
Christ. Sunday of the Ancestors of Christ. 
Sunday before the Nativity. Virgin-Martyr 
Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 130 
women and 500 men (304). Repose of St. 
Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow and 
Wonderworker of All Russia (1326). St. 
Juliana, Princess of Viaz’ma (1406). Repose 
of Blessèd Prokópii (Procopius) of Viátka, 
Fool-for-Christ (1628). Martyr Themistocles of 
Myra in Lycia (251). 

Epistle: Heb. 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25

                                                                                                


Sun., Dec. 21st:     	 Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

                               	 Litya for Protopresbyter Robert Lucas, George Ristvey (5 yrs.), Stewart 	 	
	 	 	 Dunford (father of Melissa Ciatto) and Louis Cortése (3 yrs.)

                                	 Choir Rehearsal & Coffee Hour


Wed., Dec. 24th:   	 Royal Hours w/ Vesperal Liturgy — 9:15 AM

                              	 Vigil for Nativity — 7 PM

                            

Thurs., Dec. 25th: 	 Hours & Divine Liturgy for Nativity — 9:15 AM 


Fri., Dec. 26th:              Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Synaxis of the Theotokos — 9:10 AM


Sat., Dec. 27th:            Great Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM
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From the Wrightstown Food Cupboard: The Cupboard currently needs 
coffee, cake mixes, pie crusts and feminine hygiene products. 


Birthdays: Margaret (Peggy) 
Crosby, Betzy Werner


Name Days: Sandy 
Bohlender, Sarah Browne, 
James Browne, Sharon 
Burkett, Isaac Chappe, 
Maria Colucci, Daniel 
Cohen, Anna Crosby, 
Joseph Durshaw, Ayla 
Erbas, Dianne Erbas, Anna 
Galarza, David Gibson, 
Vasiliki Hadgimallis, Kevin 
Karaffa, Ann Kasmer, 
Anastasia Killough, Jesse 
James Killough, Mara 
Elizabeth Killough, Ray 
Killough, Sonja Lengel, Erin 
Lennon, Marie Hamerstone, 
David Philippi, Stephanie 
Ristvey, Monia Pitra, Rdr. 
Samuel Regen, Sydney 
Regen, Jeanette Ruano, 
Linette Sedor, Stephen 
Sedor, Rebecca Sosedov, 
Jenn Sremenak, Mary Anne 
Swan, Renee Szeliga, Jon 
Thoenebe, Deb Vivirito, 
Anna Yates, Doug Yates, 
John Yates


Wedding Anniversaries: Fr. 
Martin & Mat. Heidi Browne


                 Please remember in your prayers 

                                           LIVING 
All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable. 

Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishops Alexander & Benjamin; Archpriests Alexander & James

Matushki Mary Sedor, Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Inquirers Adam, Chris, Quin, Tyler, Karsyn, Angie

Newly illumined: Elaine, Jon 
Servants of God Paul, Elaine, Richard, Jon Thoenebe, Jeanette Ruano, Amanda, Thomas, Zina, William, Margaret, Ayla, 
Stephen, Deborah, Charlotte, Delores, Joseph, Margie, Michael, Eileen, Emily, John, Lucy, Karen, Rosemary, Sophia,  
Joyce, Rachael, Thomas, Julianna, Carmen, Sharon, Tovi, John, Anastasia, Shelby, Suzanne, Ned, Larissa, Nicholas, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Elena,  Sandra, Maria, Julia, child Jacob,  Angela, Hunter, Jon 
Smith, Anselmo Pappas Scandalis, Katrina, Aidan, Aaron
                                         DEPARTED 
Newly departed: Archpriest Paul (Pyrch)

Departed: Archpriest Daniel, Archpriest Theodore, Peter, Jonathan, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth, Nicholai, 
Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, Robert, Michael, All those who have died in service to their country, 
Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley, Susan, Maria, George, 
Natalie, Louis, Dorothy, Katherine, Alexander, Anthony


Vigil Lights 

From the Swan Family 
For the health of: Thomas S. III, 
Mary Anne, Gregory, Peter 
In memory of: Thomas S. Jr, Venus 
L., Helen L., Michael L., Constance 
S., Neville N., Michael V., Francis 
M., Daniel B.  

Nativity Fast: Fasting, prayer and almsgiving are never too late to take up, 
increase, recover. Fasting puts us in the right place, the right attitude, the right 
mind and heart, to truly celebrate the feast with clearer heads and purer hearts. 
No effort is too small if made with faith and love. 


From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Margaret, 
Stephanie, Andrew, Margaret, 
Lorelly, America, Delores, Helen, 
Joseph, Michael, Nancy 
In memory of: George; All those 
who have lost their lives in war 
and in natural disasters  

Our next  Burnt Offering Sunday is January 11th. Proceeds will be contributed 
to the Wrightstown Food Cupboard for their new windows. 


2026 Calendars are now available for pickup until the New Year. Please take 
only one copy per household until we know that everyone has had the 
opportunity to get one. If there are extras after January 1st, you may take one 
more of either kind (St. Tikhon’s or Vestal). 


2026 Parish Council elections will occur at the Annual Parish Meeting in late 
January. There will be no floor nominations during the meeting. If you would 
like to nominate someone to serve, please speak with any member of the 
current Parish Council after ensuring that the nominee is willing to accept.


From Irene Arhipov 
For the health of: Kathi, Sergei, 
Anna, Fr. Alexander, Alexandra, 
Mary Anne, Gregory, John 
In memory of: Suzanne, Boris, 
Katherine 



 

Sunday Collection  (12/14/25) 

There was no collection due to 
cancellation of services. 


Weekly Contribution Information 

Online Collection  (12/8-14/25) 
General — $1,345

Parish Dev. — $30

Pledge Pmts. — $45

Total — $1,420 

Grand Total: $1,420 

Choral Corner 
Q: How are the services of Nativity and Theophany, and their respective forefeasts, related 
those of Holy Saturday and Pascha? 

A: In all the ancient Churches except Jerusalem, Christmas (Nativity) and Theophany were 
celebrated together on January 6th (which we now know as the Feast of the Theophany). Separate 
feasts were eventually introduced for apologetic reasons — to emphasize the full divinity and full 
humanity of Christ, in contradiction to various heresies, such as those contending that Christ’s 
divinity never fully entered into His humanity, but was only temporarily joined with it at the moment of 
His baptism. This separation of feasts took place in the 4th century, not because the Baptism of 
Jesus occurred after His Nativity in earthly time, although it certainly did, but in order to further 
emphasize that the Babe born in Bethlehem was indeed the Incarnate Son of God. Of course, the 
simultaneous divinity and humanity of Christ are necessary preconditions for the salvific events of 
His Passion and Resurrection, as what was not sacrificed on the Cross could not be redeemed by 
the Resurrection; in other words, if Christ was not fully human, humanity would not be saved through 
the Crucifixion.
The hymnography of Christmas focuses on the Incarnation of Christ, the Divine Logos, with an 
emphasis on the hypostatic union of His divinity and His humanity. He has fully entered into our 
human existence in chronos time, and the full purpose of this is revealed on Holy Theophany, when 
the Holy Trinity is manifest: the Son of God in the waters of the Jordan, the voice of God the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove. Christ descends into the waters and sanctifies 
them, clearly showing the salvific purpose of His Incarnation, of which Holy Pascha is the fulfillment. 
Liturgically, the forefeasts of Christmas and Theophany bear a strong resemblance to various 
services of Holy Week — in particular, to Holy Friday and Holy Saturday. In both cases (Christmas 
and Theophany), hymnography from the Octoëchos is replaced with material from the Festal 
Menaion, just as it is replaced with material from the Triodion during Holy Week. Compline Canons 
are also appointed, and these bear a very strong resemblance to those composed for Holy Week. 
Next week, we will examine the amazing relationships between parts of those Canons. 













CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 

Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

                           Marek Szeliga

Readers:            Gregory Pavlik

                           Samuel Regen

	 	
LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Ruth Pavlik & Riley Tanner


Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
	 	 Hours + Divine Liturgy: 	 9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
	 	 Great Vespers / Vigil: 	 6 PM (Saturdays) 
	 	 	 	 	 	 7PM (Eve of feast)  
	 	 	 	 	 	 6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
	 	 Confessions:	 	 	 Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
	 	 Akathist Service:	 	 9:15 AM (Wednesdays)	  
	 	 Panikhidas/Lityas: 	 	 as requested 
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