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DECEMBER 21ST, 2025 — 28TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The 28th Sunday After Pentecost — WS¢ Y SURISK)
Tone 3. Forefeast of the Nativity of gL 3

Christ. Sunday of the Ancestors of Christ.
Sunday before the Nativity. Virgin-Martyr
Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 130
women and 500 men (304). Repose of St.
Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow and
Wonderworker of All Russia (1326). St.
Juliana, Princess of Viaz’ma (1406). Repose
of Blessed Prokdpii (Procopius) of Viatka,
Fool-for-Christ (1628). Martyr Themistocles of
Myra in Lycia (251).

Epistle: Heb. 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sun., Dec. 21st: Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

Litya for Protopresbyter Robert Lucas, George Ristvey (5 yrs.), Stewart
Dunford (father of Melissa Ciatto) and Louis Cortése (3 yrs.)

Choir Rehearsal & Coffee Hour

Wed., Dec. 24th: Royal Hours w/ Vesperal Liturgy — 9:15 AM
Vigil for Nativity — 7 PM

Thurs., Dec. 25th: Hours & Divine Liturgy for Nativity — 9:15 AM
Fri., Dec. 26th: Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Synaxis of the Theotokos — 9:10 AM

Sat., Dec. 27th: Great Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM



http://www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

The Cupboard currently needs
coffee, cake mixes, pie crusts and feminine hygiene products.

will occur at the Annual Parish Meeting in late
January. There will be no floor nominations during the meeting. If you would
like to nominate someone to serve, please speak with any member of the
current Parish Council after ensuring that the nominee is willing to accept.

Fasting, prayer and almsgiving are never too late to take up,
increase, recover. Fasting puts us in the right place, the right attitude, the right
mind and heart, to truly celebrate the feast with clearer heads and purer hearts.
No effort is too small if made with faith and love.

are now available for pickup until the New Year. Please take
only one copy per household until we know that everyone has had the
opportunity to get one. If there are extras after January 1st, you may take one
more of either kind (St. Tikhon’s or Vestal).

is January 11th. Proceeds will be contributed
to the Wrightstown Food Cupboard for their new windows.

VIGIL LIGHTS

FROM THE RISTVEY FAMILY
MARGARET,

STEPHANIE, ANDREW, MARGARET,
LORELLY, AMERICA, DELORES, HELEN,
JOSEPH, MICHAEL, NANCY

GEORGE; ALL THOSE
WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN WAR
AND IN NATURAL DISASTERS

FROM IRENE ARHIPOV
KATHI, SERGEI,
ANNA, FR. ALEXANDER, ALEXANDRA,
MARY ANNE, GREGORY, JOHN
SUZANNE, BORIS,
KATHERINE

FROM THE SWAN FAMILY
THOMAS S. I,
MARY ANNE, GREGORY, PETER
THOMAS S. JR, VENUS
L., HELEN L., MICHAEL L., CONSTANCE
S., NEVILLE N., MICHAEL V., FRANCIS
M., DANIEL B.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.
lil-afflicted Clergy Archbishops Alexander & Benjamin; Archpriests Alexander & James
Matushki Mary Sedor, Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Inquirers Adam, Chris, Quin, Tyler, Karsyn, Angie

Newly illumined: Elaine, Jon

Margaret (Peggy)
Crosby, Betzy Werner

Sandy
Bohlender, Sarah Browne,
James Browne, Sharon
Burkett, Isaac Chappe,
Maria Colucci, Daniel
Cohen, Anna Crosby,
Joseph Durshaw, Ayla
Erbas, Dianne Erbas, Anna
Galarza, David Gibson,
Vasiliki Hadgimallis, Kevin
Karaffa, Ann Kasmer,
Anastasia Killough, Jesse
James Killough, Mara
Elizabeth Killough, Ray
Killough, Sonja Lengel, Erin
Lennon, Marie Hamerstone,
David Philippi, Stephanie
Ristvey, Monia Pitra, Rdr.
Samuel Regen, Sydney
Regen, Jeanette Ruano,
Linette Sedor, Stephen
Sedor, Rebecca Sosedov,
Jenn Sremenak, Mary Anne
Swan, Renee Szeliga, Jon
Thoenebe, Deb Vivirito,
Anna Yates, Doug Yates,
John Yates

Fr.
Martin & Mat. Heidi Browne

Servants of God Paul, Elaine, Richard, Jon Thoenebe, Jeanette Ruano, Amanda, Thomas, Zina, William, Margaret, Ayla,
Stephen, Deborah, Charlotte, Delores, Joseph, Margie, Michael, Eileen, Emily, John, Lucy, Karen, Rosemary, Sophia,
Joyce, Rachael, Thomas, Julianna, Carmen, Sharon, Tovi, John, Anastasia, Shelby, Suzanne, Ned, Larissa, Nicholas,
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Elena, Sandra, Maria, Julia, child Jacob, Angela, Hunter, Jon

Smith, Anselmo Pappas Scandalis, Katrina, Aidan, Aaron

Newly departed: Archpriest Paul (Pyrch)

Departed: Archpriest Daniel, Archpriest Theodore, Peter, Jonathan, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth, Nicholai,
Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, Robert, Michael, All those who have died in service to their country,
Archpriests Stephen and Viadimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley, Susan, Maria, George,

Natalie, Louis, Dorothy, Katherine, Alexander, Anthony



WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

CHORAL CORNER

Q: How are the services of Nativity and Theophany, and their respective forefeasts, related
those of Holy Saturday and Pascha?

A: In all the ancient Churches except Jerusalem, Christmas (Nativity) and Theophany were
celebrated together on January 6th (which we now know as the Feast of the Theophany). Separate
feasts were eventually introduced for apologetic reasons — to emphasize the full divinity and full
humanity of Christ, in contradiction to various heresies, such as those contending that Christ’s
divinity never fully entered into His humanity, but was only temporarily joined with it at the moment of
His baptism. This separation of feasts took place in the 4th century, not because the Baptism of
Jesus occurred after His Nativity in earthly time, although it certainly did, but in order to further
emphasize that the Babe born in Bethlehem was indeed the Incarate Son of God. Of course, the
simultaneous divinity and humanity of Christ are necessary preconditions for the salvific events of
His Passion and Resurrection, as what was not sacrificed on the Cross could not be redeemed by
the Resurrection; in other words, if Christ was not fully human, humanity would not be saved through
the Crucifixion.

The hymnography of Christmas focuses on the Incarmnation of Christ, the Divine Logos, with an
emphasis on the hypostatic union of His divinity and His humanity. He has fully entered into our
human existence in chronos time, and the full purpose of this is revealed on Holy Theophany, when
the Holy Trinity is manifest: the Son of God in the waters of the Jordan, the voice of God the Father,
and the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove. Christ descends into the waters and sanctifies
them, clearly showing the salvific purpose of His Incarnation, of which Holy Pascha is the fulfillment.
Liturgically, the forefeasts of Christmas and Theophany bear a strong resemblance to various
services of Holy Week — in particular, to Holy Friday and Holy Saturday. In both cases (Christmas
and Theophany), hymnography from the Octoéchos is replaced with material from the Festal
Menaion, just as it is replaced with material from the Triodion during Holy Week. Compline Canons
are also appointed, and these bear a very strong resemblance to those composed for Holy Week.
Next week, we will examine the amazing relationships between parts of those Canons.



His Eminence, the Most Reverend

+ MARK

Archbishop of Philadeiphia and Eastern Pennsylvania
Orthodox Chureh in America

December 25, 2025
The Nativity of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

[ greet you all with much joy as we celebrate the feast of the Nativity of our Lord God and Savior
Jesus Christ!

Throughout the liturgical life of our faith, the kliros is the classroom of our Church. The words
used throughout the Christmas services can be described in one word: Joy. As our Lord takes on
the human flesh, we are invited to rejoice with bodiless powers in praising the Word who dwells
amongst us. “God is with us, understand all ye nations, and submit yourselves, for God is with
us!” (Isaiah 8:9-10).

Is the birth of our Savior filled with great mystery? Yes. The Virgin gives birth, yet remains a
virgin, God takes on our human nature, yet He remains that which He is from all eternity. The King
of All is born in a cave. The manger is His throne. Simple shepherds are His court. The angels are
His messengers. The kings of this world are His enemies. The Messiah comes quietly. Despite
centuries of anticipation, they fail to recognize Him as the Living Word, the Prince of Peace, and
the Father of the world to come.

However, dear ones, “For unto us a Son is born, unto us a Child is given.” This is why we rejoice!
The love God offers us through the Incarnation of His Son transcends all knowledge, yet it is
genuine, it is freely offered as a gift to all who accept and share and delight in it. By the eyes of
faith alone do we discover that which is beyond all comprehension and rejoice in the reality of the
Lord’s love for you, for me, and for us, despite how sinful and unworthy we all are. This is the
abundant mercy of our God.

May the understanding of the Incarnation renew us and refresh us now, in the new year to come,
and in every moment of our lives. I prayerfully extend to you and your families every blessing for

a peaceful and joyful Nativity season.

Your unworthy father in Christ,

+ Mark

+MARK
Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania

325 N. Walnut Street, Bath, PA 18014-1201 » www.doepa.org * (484) 281-3406 « archbishop@ doepa.org




December 25, 2025
12/001

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, beloved children in the
Lord,

When it was time for thy coming upon earth, the first taxation of the world was held; and then thou
madest ready to enroll the names of all who believed in thy birth. For this cause Caesar published such a
decree, since thy timeless and eternal kingdom was newly made manifest.

— St. Germanus, Doxastichon at the Praises, tone six

Christ is born! Glorify him!

In one of her most famed hymns, the venerable Cassia draws parallels between the reign of Caesar
and the reign of Christ: “When Augustus reigned alone upon earth,” she says, “the many kingdoms of
men came to an end,” and when Christ was born in that reign, the many gods of the nations were
done away. As the many cities of the world passed under one rule, all the nations came to believe in
one God.

The relationship between these two reigns, two rules — that of Rome and that of Christ — goes beyond
poetic parallels, however. Divine providence arranged for the birth of the Lord at precisely the right
moment, when the Pax Romana, the peace secured by the ascendancy of the Roman Empire, ensured
that the Good News of Jesus Christ could travel freely throughout the Mediterranean world, from
Jerusalem to Italy, to Gaul and North Africa, and beyond it, to barbarian lands and the Persian Empire.

At the same time, we must not forget the role played by Roman rule also at the end of the Savior's
earthly life, when the Lord gave himself up for the life of the world: he was flogged by Roman soldiers,
condemned by a Roman governor, pierced by a Roman lance. In the end, it was a Roman officer who
recognized what had taken place: “Truly this was the Son of God.”
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Roman imperial authority paved the way for the coming of Christ in the flesh and made possible the
apostolic preaching of the Gospel; this same authority sentenced God himself to death. Thus, Rome
occupies an ambivalent place in the tradition of the Church; as a symbol, it is bivalent. On the one
hand, we speak of the New Rome and the Third Rome: the reign of Christ established on earth in
Roman garb. Our bishops, with their eagle rugs and their sakkoi, still bear the trappings of Eastern
Roman emperors.

On the other hand, in New Testament—in St. Peter’s first epistle and St. John's Apocalypse (1 Pet. 513;
Rev. 1718 et passim)—we see Rome equated with Babylonian harlotry, with the old Jerusalem that
kills the prophets and rejects those sent to her. Rome appears both as the city of God on earth and the
supreme city of the world, the dominion of the flesh and of the devil.

However, St. Germanus of Constantinople, in the doxastichon I quote above, offers a new and higher
perspective. He does not only draw parallels, as does St. Cassia; neither does he assign Roman rule an
incidental, albeit providential, role. Instead, he views Rome as the direct instrument of God: “For this
cause Caesar published such a decree,” so that the kingdom of God might appear and Christ might
enroll his faithful in the book of life. Whatever else Caesar's decree may have done, whatever Caesar
may have intended, the cause for that decree was determined by God, and it was part of his holy
design, his plan; God's providence was the agent, the decisive factor.

When God made the world out of nothing, he did so in order that the world might come to know him
and love him, and so that he could show his love to the world—so that he could love the world. This
does not apply only to the world as an abstract whole; it applies to each of us, who are microcosms,
little worlds unto ourselves. God loves each of us with his whole love; in love, he made everything for
each of us—for me and for you. As St. Paul says, “all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future, all are yours; and you are Christ’s; and
Christ is God's” (1 Cor. 3:21-23).

All of history points toward the coming of Christ; all the actors on the world stage, all the empires of
men, all the civilizations from furthest antiquity to the end of the world: all of this has existed, exists,
and will exist solely for the sake of his First and Second Coming. Moreover, since his Coming was for
our sake—not his own, since, in his divine aseity, he has no need of anything—this means that all the
world exist for us, for each of us—for me and for you. All of history took place, takes place, will take
place, for your sake.

Rome stands as a potent symbol of all this history, of the entire world of human events. Thus, it is
inevitable that Rome both serves as a vehicle of the Gospel and an instrument of the Passion, both as
an ally and an enemy of Christ. The Church, in her earthly sojourn, has known the two aspects of
Rome as well: the Rome of Diocletian and the Rome of Constantine; the Rome of the catacombs and
the Rome of the Hagia Sophia.

So it is in our own lives. Sometimes the circumstances of life bring us joy, sometimes they bring us
pain. But no matter what happens to us, we must know, as the great spiritual testament attributed to
St. Seraphim of Vyritsa says, that all of this was from the hand of the loving God. Every weal, every

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310
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woe, every ease, every hardship: all of this was from him. Without all these events, known and
unknown, past, present, and future, you would not be who you are. All of this is a gift from God to you,
so that you could receive a still greater gift: God himself.

Today he appears as a newborn Child in the arms of his most pure Mother; soon she shall bear him to
the temple of sacrifice, and thence to exile in Egypt. Thus, both in happiness and in trials, let us
imitate her in always extending to him our heart’s embrace. Holding him close, we will come to
understand, with St. Germanus and St. Seraphim, that everything that has taken place, from the very
beginning of time, has happened so that we could come to this moment, to this cave, to this manger,
and experience the Advent of God in the flesh. Everything has happened so that he could be ours, and
we could be his.

To our infant Savior, the Creator and Sustainer of all, the true Love of our hearts, our deepest Desire,
the Fulfillment of our being: to him be all love and adoration, together with his Father and his All-holy
Spirit, throughout the ages of this world and unto endless eternity.

Greeting you with the joy of Christ’s Nativity,
With my primatial prayers and blessing,

+Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310
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Capital Campaign Update

As of 10 December, we have raised $3,544,272 (Parish Development Fund + Pledges Paid + Pledges
Owed) which is almost 89% of the money needed to hit our $4M goal. We do still expect some funds
from the finalization of the Zamerovsky estate, but we do not know how much that will be yet.

As we stated last week, this is an amazing number of contributions considering the size of our
community! However, we still want to close the final gap by the end of this year.

Some reminders based on questions we have received regarding the pledge forms and contributions.

We do need pledge forms from everyone regardless of whether you will be contributing or not.
This is important for both our internal tracking and sharing with financial institutions when we
apply for the construction loan. We will only share aggregate numbers, no individual details.

As indicated on the pledge form, your pledge can be a one-time payment or made over a series
of weeks, months, or years. We do ask that annual pledges do not extend beyond 5 years.

When you return the form, there is no mandatory contribution required or expected to
accompany the form. We just need to know your pledge plan.

Pledge contributions can also be made using our online giving platform at

https://giving. myparishsoft.io//app/giving/stmarksdonate or you can access the donation form
from our main page at https://www.stmarksoca.org/ and click on the “Donate” link at the top of
the page. Please select “Capital Campaign Pledge” from the Fund dropdown so we can credit
the contribution properly.

We want to close this phase of the campaign by the end of the year. This is important so we can
start investigating sources of the construction loan.

We would like, if possible, to receive as many contributions as possible before we begin actual
construction in the Spring of 2026. This will help with not having to draw from the construction
loan until we need to.

$4,500,000 CAMPAIGN PROGRESS
$4,000,000
Amount Left to Raise $455,728
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Hours + Divine Liturgy: 9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days)
Great Vespers / Vigil: 6 PM (Saturdays)

7PM (Eve of feast)

6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays)

Confessions: Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment
Akathist Service: 9:15 AM (Wednesdays)
Panikhidas/Lityas: as requested

CLERGY

V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector
(570) 906-1388 (cell)
stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached

Subdeacons: Dustin Joseph Crosby
Sergei Arhipov
Marek Szeliga
Readers: Gregory Pavlik
Samuel Regen

LAY LEADERSHIP

CHoIR DIREcTORS: Daria Cortése
Mat. Martha Moser
Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)

CHURCH ScHooL CooRDINATORSs: Ruth Pavlik & Riley Tanner

Baptisms: Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest.
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.

Weddings: Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception
arrangements.
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