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ST. MARK’S ORTHODOX CHURCH

DIOCESE OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940
(215) 860-9640
www.stmarksoca.org Twitter: @stmarksoca
Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown Instagram: @st.marksorthodox
Livestream link: www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

DECEMBER 7TH, 2025 — 26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The 26th Sunday After Pentecost —

Tone 1. St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (397).
Ven. Anthony, Abbot of Siya (Novgorod — 1558).
Ven. Nilus of Stolobénsk (1554). Ven. John the
Faster, of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves — 12th
c.). Martyr Athenodorus of Mesopotamia (ca.
304). Ven. Paul the Obedient. St. Philoftheia of
Thrace, Protectress of Romania (12th c.). Ven.
Gregory, Founder of Grigoriou Monastery (V1.
Athos — 14th c.)

Epistles: Ephesians 5:9-19
Gospels: Luke 17:12-19

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sun., Dec. 7th:  Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM
Litya for departed members of the Lucas family
Coffee Hour and St. Joseph & the Holy Myrrhbearers Meeting

Wed., Dec. 10:  Akathist with Litya, Adult Class. 9:15am
Fri., Dec. 12th:  Vigil for St. Herman of Alaska — 7 PM

Sat., Dec. 13th:  Hours & Divine Liturgy for St. Herman of Alaska — 9:15 AM
Great Vespers & Confessions — 6 PM

Sun., Dec. 14th: Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM
Choir Rehearsal & Coffee Hour



http://www.youtube.com/@stmarksoca/live

From the Wrightstown Food Cupboard: Thank you for your response during
the government shutdown. The Cupboard currently needs coffee, cake mixes,
pie crusts and feminine hygiene products.

Our parish Advent Retreat will take place on Saturday, Dec. 20th, from 10 AM -
3 PM. A potluck fasting lunch will be provided. The topic is Icon and Incarnation:
Recognizing and Removing Obstacles to an Iconological Vision of Creation.
Vespers and Confessions will take place at 4 PM. All, especially recent converts,
are encouraged to attend.

Nativity Fast: The forty days are three weeks gone, but fasting, prayer and Birthdays: Kevin
almsgiving are never too late to take up, increase, recover. Fasting puts us in the g&gﬂ:fuggh'\lépecyo
right place, the right attitude, the right mind and heart, to truly celebrate the feast Mos?a/r ’ - aregory
with clearer heads and purer hearts. No effort is too small if made with faith and

love.

VIGIL LIGHTS

FROM THE SWAN FAMILY

FOR THE HEALTH OF: THOMAS S. I,
MARY ANNE, JACOB

IN MEMORY OF: THOMAS S. JR, VENUS
L., HELEN L., MICHAEL L., CONSTANCE
S., NEVILLE N., MICHAEL V., FRANCIS
M., DANIEL B.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

LIVING

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.

lii-afflicted Clergy Archbishops Alexander & Benjamin; Archpriests Alexander & James

Matushki Mary Sedor, Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Inquirers Adam, Chris, Quin, Tyler, Karsyn, Angie

Newly illumined: Elaine, Jon

Servants of God Paul, Elaine, Richard, Jon Thoenebe, Jeanette Ruano, Amanda, Thomas, Zina, William, Margaret, Ayla,
Stephen, Deborah, Charlotte, Delores, Joseph, Margie, Michael, Eileen, Emily, John, Lucy, Karen, Rosemary, Sophia,
Joyce, Rachael, Thomas, Julianna, Carmen, Sharon, Tovi, John, Anastasia, Shelby, Suzanne, Ned, Larissa, Nicholas,
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Elena, Sandra, Maria, Julia, child Jacob, Angela, Hunter, Jon
Smith, Anselmo Pappas Scandalis, Katrina, Aidan, Aaron

DEPARTED
Newly departed: Archpriest Paul (Pyrch), Peter (Father of Fr. James Weremedic)
Departed: Archpriest Daniel, Archpriest Theodore, Peter, Jonathan, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth, Nicholai,
Thomas, Michael, Venus, Helen, Anthony, Robert, Michael, All those who have died in service to their country,
Archpriests Stephen and Viadimir, Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley, Susan, Maria, George,
Natalie, Louis, Dorothy, Katherine, Alexander, Anthony

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION

Sunday Collection (11/30/25) Online Collection (11/24-11/30/25)

General — $1,157 General — $1,070
Candles — $48 Parish Dev. — $65
Pledge Pmts. — $4,095 Pledge Pmts. — $45
Rubrics Book — $40 Total — $1,180

Total — $5,340 Grand Total: $6,520




CHORAL CORNER

Q: What is Prostopinije?

A: Prostopinije is the traditional chant style of the Ruthenian (Rusyn) / Carpathian tradition. In
contrast with extremely elaborate forms of chant intended for expert performance, Prostopinije is
fairly simple, with melodies inspired by Znamenny, Bulgarian and Kievan chant, as well as by Slavic
folk music. Furthermore, this chant style is monodic, meaning it is sung in unison (everyone singing
the same thing at the same time), without harmony or separate rhythms for different voice parts. In
the United States, Prostopinije was first associated primarily with the Byzantine Catholic tradition.
After many Rusyn parishes embraced Orthodoxy (thanks in large part to the influence of St. Alexis
[Toth] of Wilkes-Barre, who was himself a convert from that tradition), the liturgical use of Prostopinije
declined temporarily in favor of Obikhod chant — another simple, singable type of liturgical singing
that primarily distinguishes itself from Prostopinije through its use of four-part harmony. However, the
early 21st century has seen a slow, albeit noticeable, resurgence of Prostopinije in the Orthodox
Church in America.

As of November 20th, we have raised 80% of the money needed to hit our $4 million goal. The
money raised is a combination of cash on hand (Parish Development Fund + pledges paid) and
pledges owed. This is an amazing number of contributions, considering the size of our community.

Some reminders based on questions we have received regarding the pledge forms and
contributions:

« We want to close this phase of the campaign by the end of the year. This is important, so we can
start investigating sources of the construction loan.

« We do need pledge forms from everyone, regardless of if you will be contributing or not. This is
important both for our internal tracking and for sharing with financial institutions when we apply
for the construction loan. We will only share aggregate numbers — not individual details.

- As indicated on the pledge form, your contribution can be a one-time payment or made over a
series of weeks, months or years. We do ask that annual pledges not extend beyond five years.

« When you return the pledge form, there is no mandatory contribution required or expected to
accompany the form. We just need to know your contribution plan.

« We would like, if possible, to receive as many contributions as possible before we begin actual
construction in Spring 2026. This will help with not having to draw from the construction loan until
we need to.

- Contributions can also be made using our online giving platform at https://giving.myparishsoft.io/
app/giving/stmarksdonate, or you can access the donation form by visiting our parish homepage
(https://www.stmarksoca.org) and clicking the “donate” link at the top of the page. Please select
“Capital Campaign Pledge” from the “fund” dropdown menu so we can credit the contribution

properly.


https://www.stmarksoca.org

His Eminence, the Most Reverend

+ MARK

Archbishop of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania
Orthodox Chureh in America

December 6, 2025
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker

Dear Reverend Fathers, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, and Faithful,
Christ is in our midst! He is and ever shall be!

[ greet you all during this Advent season and on the feast of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker.
As we commemorate the guardian of those in need, I invite the faithful to remember our
seminarians during this time. Your generosity throughout the year strengthens the life of the
Church, and we remain grateful for your recent support of Youth Ministries this past “Giving
Tuesday™ and for our diocesan seminarians.

On this feast of Saint Nicholas, the Diocese asks the faithful to keep in prayer our seminarians,
Subdeacon Jacob Kurtz, Reader Alexander Koropsak, and Nicholas Sheridan, as they continue
their formation for service in Christ’s Holy Church. Their studies require their full attention,
making outside employment impossible. Your support provides meaningful help. Neither
seminary covers rent, utilities, groceries, or books. A monthly gift or one time offering made
directly to a seminarian or sent to the Diocesan Chancery with a notation will ease these burdens.
Those wishing to send support directly may do so at the following addresses:

Rdr. Alexander Koropsak Nicholas and Abigail Sheridan
St. Vladimir’s Theological Seminary St. Vladimir’s Theological Seminary
575 Scarsdale Rd. 575 Scarsdale Rd.
Yonkers, NY 10707 Yonkers, NY 10707

Sden. Jacob and Mariana Kurtz

Children: Luka, Noah, and newborn Magdalena Christine

St. Tikhon's Theological Seminary

P.O. Box 130

South Canaan, PA 18459

May God bless your kindness and our God-protected Diocese!

Your unworthy father in Christ,

+ Mari

+MARK
Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania

325 N. Walnut Street, Bath, PA 18014-1201 » www.doepa.org * (484) 281-3406 « archbishop(@ doepa.org
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Hours + Divine Liturgy: 9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days)
Great Vespers / Vigil: 6 PM (Saturdays)

7PM (Eve of feast)

6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays)

Confessions: Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment
Akathist Service: 9:15 AM (Wednesdays)
Panikhidas/Lityas: as requested

CLERGY

V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector
(570) 906-1388 (cell)
stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com

Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached

Subdeacons: Dustin Joseph Crosby
Sergei Arhipov
Marek Szeliga
Readers: Gregory Pavlik
Samuel Regen

LAY LEADERSHIP

CHoIR DIREcTORS: Daria Cortése
Mat. Martha Moser
Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)

CHURCH ScHooL CooRDINATORSs: Ruth Pavlik & Riley Tanner

Baptisms: Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest.
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.

Weddings: Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception
arrangements.
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