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JANUARY 29TH, 2023  — 33RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Tone 8 —Sunday of Zacchæus. 
Translation of the Relics of 
Hieromartyr Ignatius the 
Godbearer, Bishop of Antioch (107). 
Martyrs Romanus, Jacob (James), 
Philotheus, Hyperechius, Abibus, Julian 
and Paregonius, at Samosata (297). 
Martyrs Silvanus, Bishop of Emesa, Luke 
the Deacon, and Mocius (Mucius) the 
Reader (312). St. Lavrentii (Lawrence), 
Recluse, of the Kiev Caves, Bishop of 
Turov (Near Caves — 12th c.). Ss. 
Gerásim (1441-1467), Pitirím (1445) and 
Jonah (1470), Bishops of Perm.  

Epistle: 1 Tim. 4:9-15

Gospel: Luke 17:3-10

Sunday, Jan. 29th:             Hours & Divine Liturgy — 9:10 AM

	 	 	 	            

   
	 	 	 	          

Thursday, Feb. 2nd: Hours & Divine Liturgy for the Meeting of our Lord — 9:15 AM

                                                

Saturday, Feb. 4th: Great Vespers & Confessions — 6:00 PM


Upcoming events

St. Mark’s Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

452 DURHAM ROAD, WRIGHTSTOWN, PA, 18940 
(215) 860-9640 

EST. 1974

www.stmarksoca.org

Facebook: St. Mark’s Orthodox Church, Wrightstown

Twitter: @stmarksoca

Instagram: @st.marksorthodox

           

Akathist w/ Litya — 9:15 AM
Vigil for the Meeting of our Lord — 7:00 PM

  

Litya for Louis Cortese (40th day), req. by Daria & Andrew Cortese 
Sisterhood Meeting (Pineville Tavern) — 12:00 PM

Wednesday, Feb. 1st:



The Wrightstown Food Cupboard needs bottled juices, as well as paper towels, cleaning 
products, tissues, and toiletries for men and women, which are not 
covered by WIC. The Cupboard is a 501(c)3  charitable organization. 


House blessings: Please sign up on the sheet in the vestibule if you wish to 
have your house blessed. Please indicate your name and preferable dates/
times, and Father will contact you to make an appointment. Please take 
advantage of this unique opportunity for the sanctification of our lives and 
families. As always, feeding or compensating the priest is not required or 
desired.


LIVING 
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those, everywhere, who care for the sick, the suffering and the vulnerable.  
Ill-afflicted Clergy Archbishop +MELCHIZEDEK, Archpriests Stephen, Daniel and Michael 
Matushki Elena, Laryssa, Lisa, Priscilla, Myra, Suzanne, and Jennifer

Servants of God Olga, Monk Nicodemos, Charlotte, infant Luke, Larissa, Nicholas, Peter, Stephanie, 
Samuel, Sergei, Anna, Raymond, Andrew, Valerie, Charles, Margaret, Elena, Ayla, Sandra, Anatole, 
Maria, Julia, infant Jacob, Michael, Nancy, Eileen, Steven, Constance, Angela, Hunter, Jon Smith, 
Anselmo Pappas Scandalis


 

Please remember in your prayers 

VIGIL LIGHTS 

From the Ristvey Family 
For the health of: Margaret, Stephanie, Andrew, Margaret, Lordly, 

Michael, Nancy, Delores, Eileen, Andry and his family 
In memory of: George, those who have perished in the war in Ukraine 

Deborah, Ivan, Dimitri, Peresvet 

 DEPARTED
Newly departed: Archpriest Eugene, Archpriest Sergius, Archpriest Theodore, Mat. Katrina, 
Jonathan
Departed: Mat. Emily, Mat. Mary, Met. +HERMAN, Louis, Ruth, Nicholai, Thomas, Michael, Venus, 
Helen, Anthony, All those who have died in service to their country, Archpriests Stephen and Vladimir, 
Mat. Mary, Priest George, Archpriest Paul, Kh. Shirley



 

 

Collection Information 
Sunday Collection (1/22) 
Weekly general: $8,464


Candles: $124

Parish dev.: $10,000


Church store: 

Total: $18,588 

Online Giving (1/16-1/22) 
Weekly general: $1,688


Total: $1,688 

Grand total: $20,276

Choral Corner 

Q: Why does the choir often sing the Augmented Litany responses in many different languages, 
and what are those languages? 

A:  Singing this litany in many languages emphasizes our communion with Orthodox Christians 
throughout the world, in every time and place — and beyond time, as well. At St. Mark’s, we currently use 
two multi-lingual arrangements; one uses six languages, and the other even more. Here is the list:


English: Lord have mercy


Greek: Kyrie eleison (KEE-ree-eh eh-LE-zon)


Slavonic: Ghospodi pomilui (GHO-spo-di po-MI-lui)


Romanian: Doamne milujeshte (DWA-mne mi-lu-YEH-shte)


Georgian: Upalo shegvitskale (U-PA-lo sheh-gvi-tska-leh)


Spanish: Señor, ten piedad (SE-ñor ten pjE-dad)


	              

	
	                      

Previous articles may be found at dariacortese.com/my-blog. 

From the Parish Development Committee 
Since our last update in October, the engineering firm 
and the lawyers completed and submitted the final 
zoning application package in late November. On 
December 8th, we met with the Wrightstown Township 
Planning Commission to review the requested zoning 
variances and hopefully obtain the Commission’s 
favorable recommendation to the Zoning Board. The 
meeting was somewhat frustrating, as the Commission 
raised concerns about stormwater management topics 
on the property, which are not really part of the 
requested zoning variances, but are topics 

to be addressed in the land development phase, which we cannot begin until we have obtained 
the zoning variances. Ultimately, the Commission settled on a “neutral” recommendation, which is 
not really what we wanted. 

On January 9th, we met in a workshop setting with the Wrightstown Board of Supervisors (cont.)

              
           

     

                
                 

Amharic (Ethiopia/Eritrea): Mahara a amlach (MA-ha-ra a A-mlakh) (the nal consonant is 
gutteral and rhymes with the last name of the German Baroque composer Johann Sebastian 
Bach).

fi

Aleutian dialect (Alaskan/First Nations): Uospodak nakklikikuk (WO-spo-dock na-kli-KI-
kook) Arabic: Yā Rabbu hram (YA-ra BU-hrum) (the “hr” consonant is gutteral, so the nal 
syllable sounds kind of like the English word “crumb” said by someone who can’t quite 
commit to the hard “C”).

fi






 

 

 

and reviewed the requested variances with them. They gave a “no objection” recommendation, 
along with a specific clarification that they had no objection to the impervious surface ratio 
variance, as the property has no stormwater management systems at this point, and those 
systems would be covered during land development. 

Finally, we attended the Wrightstown Township Zoning Hearing Board on January 18th, where both 
Fr. Martin and a representative from the engineering firm testified before the Board on the zoning 
variances being requested. Several members of the parish also attended the meeting, as well as 
one neighbor who lives on Rt. 413, across from the church. He was present to represent several 
other close neighbors. All additional attendees gave the Board favorable opinions of our proposed 
expansion. Following the formal testimony, the Board voted to grant us our requested zoning relief, 
with two conditions: (1) to go back and make sure we have abided by the conditions of the original 
zoning relief granted when the church was built in 1988/89 (the most obvious of which is to 
decommission the rectory driveway), and (2) that we consider using special pervious asphalt for the 
parking lot. Pervious asphalt allows water to flow through it and drain into the underlying ground. 
This is not a binding condition, but we will be mindful of it when the time comes. 

We now await formal documentation from the Zoning Board certifying that they have granted our 
requested zoning variances. Once we receive that, we may begin the land development phase. 




CLERGY
V. Rev. Raymond Martin Browne, Rector 
	 (570) 906-1388 (cell)

	 stmarksorthodoxchurch@gmail.com


Protodeacon Gregory Moser, Attached 
V. Rev. Michael Sekela (Retired), Attached 
Subdeacons:    Dustin Joseph Crosby

                           Sergei Arhipov

Readers:	 G. Peter Bohlender

	 	 Marek Szeliga

	 	

LAY LEADERSHIP
Choir Directors: Daria Cortése

	 	       	  Mat. Martha Moser	 

	 	 	  Sbn. Sergei Arhipov (Emeritus)


Church School Coordinators: Mat. Martha Moser

	 	 	 	          	 Julie Stell 

Baptisms:  Children must have Orthodox Godparents who provide a letter from their parish priest. 
Parents and Godparents are required to attend two preparatory classes. Please make scheduling 
arrangements by contacting Fr. Martin directly.  
Weddings:  Arrangement should be made at least six months prior to the wedding; scheduling is 
subject to the Church’s liturgical calendar. Please speak with Fr. Martin before making reception 
arrangements.

Service Schedule 
  Hours + Divine Liturgy:  9:10 AM (Sundays & feast days) 
  Great Vespers / Vigil:  6 PM (Saturdays) 
      7PM (Eve of feast)  
      6PM (Eve of feast — Sundays) 
  Confessions:   Saturdays after Vespers & by appointment 
  Akathist Service:  9:15 AM (Wednesdays)  
  Panikhidas/Lityas:   as requested 

                         Sisterhood of the Holy Myrrhbearers — Julie Stell, President
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